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(57) ABSTRACT

An expandable spinal implant device for supporting vertebral
bodies can include first and second body members and first
and second expansion mechanisms. The body members can
each have a first end positionable toward one of the vertebral
bodies and can each define a hollow interior. The expansion
mechanisms can be spaced apart from each other and can
include a first drive shaft and a second drive shaft, respec-
tively. The first and second drive shafts can each have a gear
member fixedly coupled thereto. Each drive shaft can be
threadably engaged at a first side to the first body member and
at a second side to the second body member. The expansion
mechanisms can be operable to effect axial displacement of
the first body member relative to the second body member by
rotationally driving the gear members of the first and second
drive shafts.
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1
EXPANDABLE SPINAL IMPLANT DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/005,021, filed on Jan. 12,2011, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,377,140, issued on Feb. 19, 2013. The disclosure of the
above referenced application is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to an expandable
spinal implant device for supporting vertebral bodies.

INTRODUCTION

Spinal implants can be used to support and/or replace one
or more vertebrae, or a portion of the vertebrae from the
human spine in response to various pathologic conditions in
the spine. These conditions can include, for example, infec-
tious, degenerative, and oncologic conditions. Removal or
excision of an anterior portion of the vertebra, or vertebral
body, may be referred to as a corpectomy procedure. Various
known vertebral body replacement devices can be positioned
between the remaining vertebrae after the corpectomy proce-
dure to provide support for the spine. These devices can be
adjustable or can be available in a variety of fixed length sizes,
where an appropriate size is selected prior to implantation.
Adjustable implants can be advantageous because they can
allow for a smaller incision when positioning the implant, as
well as may assist in restoring proper loading to the spine.

While spinal implant devices have generally worked for
their intended purpose, there remains a need for continuous
improvement in the relevant art.

SUMMARY

This section provides a general summary of the disclosure,
and is not acomprehensive disclosure of its full scope orall of
its features.

In accordance with one aspect, the present teachings pro-
vide an expandable spinal implant device for supporting ver-
tebral bodies. The device can include a first body member and
a second body member that each have first and second ends
and define a hollow interior, where the first ends of each body
member can be positionable toward a respective one of the
vertebral bodies. A first expansion mechanism can include a
first pair of drive shafts and a second expansion mechanism
can be spaced apart from the first expansion mechanism and
can include a second pair of drive shafts. The respective drive
shafts of each pair of drive shafts can have a gear member
rotationally coupling the respective drive shafts to each other,
where each pair of drive shafts can be threadably engaged at
a first side to the first body member and at a second side to the
second body member. The first and second expansion mecha-
nisms can be operable to effect axial displacement of the first
body member relative to the second body member by rota-
tionally driving one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts.

In accordance with another aspect, the present teachings
provide an expandable spinal implant device for supporting
vertebral bodies. The device can include a first body member
and a second body member that each have first and second
ends and define a hollow interior, where the first ends of each
body member can be positionable toward a respective one of
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the vertebral bodies. A first expansion mechanism can have a
first pair of drive shafts and a second expansion mechanism
can be spaced apart from the first expansion mechanism and
can have a second pair of drive shafts. The respective drive
shafts of each pair of drive shafts can have a central gear
member rotationally coupling the respective shafts to each
other, where each pair of drive shafts can be threadably
engaged at a first side to the first body member and at a second
side to the second body member. A central body member can
be coupled to at least one shaft of the first and second expan-
sion mechanisms and can be configured to slidably engage an
exterior surface of the first and second body members. A first
endplate and a second endplate can each have a bone engage-
ment portion and a device engaging portion configured to
facilitate coupling each endplate to the first end of a respective
body member in one of a plurality of circumferential orien-
tations relative to the respective body member. The first and
second expansion mechanisms can be operable to effect axial
displacement of the first body member relative to the second
body member by rotationally driving one of the gear members
of each pair of drive shafts.

In accordance with yet another aspect, the present teach-
ings provide an expandable spinal implant device for support-
ing vertebral bodies. The device can include a first endplate,
a second endplate and a body member defining a hollow
interior and having first and second ends. The first and second
endplates can each have a bone engagement portion and a
device engaging portion. The device engaging portion of the
first endplate can have a coupling arrangement configured to
facilitate coupling the first endplate to the second end of the
body member in one of a plurality of circumferential orien-
tations relative to the body member. A first and second pair of
drive shafts can be spaced apart from each other, where the
drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts can have a gear
member at a first end and a threaded portion extending to a
second opposite end. The gear members can rotationally
couple the respective drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts
together, and the threaded portions of each pair of drive shafts
can threadably engage the body member. The first end of each
pair of drive shafts can be rotationally coupled to the device
engaging side of the second endplate. The first and second
expansion mechanisms can be operable to effect axial dis-
placement of the body member relative to the second endplate
by simultaneously driving one of the gear members of each
pair of drive shafts.

In accordance with still another aspect, the present teach-
ings provide an expandable spinal implant device for support-
ing vertebral bodies. The device can include a first body
member and a second body member each having first and
second ends, where the first ends of each body member can be
positionable toward a respective one of the vertebral bodies. A
first drive shaft and a second drive shaft can each include a
drive gear and can each be threadably engaged at a first side to
the first body member and at a second side to the second body
member. First and second intermediate body members can be
rotationally coupled to the respective first and second body
members about the second ends thereof. A first endplate
assembly and a second endplate assembly can each have a
bone engagement member and a plurality of axially extend-
ing members pivotally coupled to the bone engaging member
ata first end and slidably coupled to one of the respective first
and second body members at a second end. Each of the
plurality of posts can be individually adjustable relative to the
respective first or second body members to position the bone
engagement member in one of a plurality of positions relative
to the respective first or second body members. The first and
second expansion mechanisms can be operable to effect axial
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displacement of the first body member relative to the second
body member by rotationally driving the gear member of each
drive shaft.

Additional advantages and further areas of applicability
will become apparent from the following description and
appended claims. The description and specific examples in
this summary are intended for purposes of illustration only
and are not intended to limit the scope of the present teach-
ings.

DRAWINGS

The drawings described herein are for illustrative purposes
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
teachings in any way.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary expandable
spinal implant device carrying modular endplates according
to the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 1 in an expanded state;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the expandable spinal implant
device of FIG. 1 in an expanded state;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 1 with an upper or superior endplate
removed for purposes of illustration;

FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 1 along line 6-6;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 1 along line 7-7;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an exemplary modular
endplate according to the principles of the present teachings;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are exemplary views of modular end-
plates coupled to an exemplary expandable spinal implant
device in different circumferential orientations according to
the principles of the present teachings;

FIGS. 9 and 10 are partial perspective views of an exem-
plary instrument associated with an expandable spinal
implant device according to the principles of the present
teachings;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an exemplary expandable
spinal implant device carrying modular endplates according
to the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 11 with the modular endplates
removed;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 11 in an expanded state and carrying
an alternative exemplary modular endplate according to the
principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an exemplary expandable
spinal implant device carrying a modular endplate according
to the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 14;

FIG. 16 is an enlarged view of a coupling arrangement
illustrated in FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of an exemplary expandable
spinal implant device with an associated instrument accord-
ing to the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 18 is a partial top view of the expandable spinal
implant device and instrument of FIG. 17,

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of an exemplary articulating
endplate according to the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 20 is a cross-sectional view of the articulating end-
plate of FIG. 19;
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FIG. 21 is a perspective view of an exemplary expandable
spinal implant device carrying articulating endplates and
shown associated with an exemplary instrument according to
the principles of the present teachings;

FIG. 22 is a side view of the expandable device of FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 is a partial perspective view of the expandable
spinal implant device of FIG. 21 with an endplate in a non-
expanded state;

FIG. 24 is a partial perspective view of the expandable
spinal implant device of FIG. 21 with an endplate in an
expanded state;

FIG. 25 is a cross-sectional view of the expandable spinal
implant device of FIG. 21 according to the principles of the
present teachings; and

FIG. 26 is a perspective view of an exemplary alternative
modular endplate and associated attachment arrangement
according to the principles of the present teachings.

DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present teachings, application,
or uses. It should be understood that throughout the several
views of the drawings, corresponding reference numerals
indicate like or corresponding components and features, with
the various elements within each view being drawn to scale.
Although the following description is related generally to an
expandable spinal implant device foruse in a spinal column to
support vertebral bodies, it will be understood that the devices
and methods discussed herein can also be applicable to other
appropriate surgical procedures involving the spine or other
long bones of the anatomy. Therefore, it will be understood
that the following discussions are not intended to limit the
scope of the present teachings and claims herein.

Throughout the description, example embodiments are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough, and will
fully convey the scope to those who are skilled in the art.
Numerous specific details are set forth such as examples of
specific components, devices, and methods, to provide a thor-
ough understanding of the aspects of the present disclosure. It
will be apparent to those skilled in the art that specific details
need not be employed, that the examples may be embodied in
many different forms and that neither should be construed to
limit the scope of the disclosure. In some examples, well-
known processes, well-known device structures, and well-
known technologies are not discussed in detail.

With reference to FIGS. 1-7, an expandable spinal implant
device 10 is shown carrying modular endplates 12 according
to one aspect of the present teachings. The device 10 can
include a first or superior body member 14, a second or
inferior body member 18, a central body member or backstop
22 and a pair of expansion mechanisms 26, 30 rotatably
coupled to the first and second body members 14, 18. The first
body member 14 can include a first end 34 and a second end
38 and the second body member 18 can similarly include a
first end 42 and a second end 46. The first and second body
members 14, 18 can each include a generally cylindrical
shape 50 and can each define a hollow interior 54 extending
therethrough. In one exemplary configuration, the first and
second body members 14, 18 can have a solid construction
without any apertures or the like being formed therethrough.

The first and second body members 14, 18, as well as the
central body member 22, can be coaxial about a longitudinal
axis 60 of the device 10. It should be appreciated that while
the first and second body members 14, 18 are shown having a
generally cylindrical shape with the same diameters, other
shapes can be used including, for example, oval, square and
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rectangular shapes in cross-section. The first and second body
members 14, 18 can be formed from a suitable biocompatible
polymeric material such as polyetheretherketone (PEEK) that
is either solid or porous. In one exemplary configuration, the
first and second body members 14, 18 can have the same
longitudinal length. Alternatively, the first and second body
members 14, 18 can have different lengths.

The expansion mechanism 26 can include a pair of drive
shafts 64, 68 and the expansion mechanism 30 can similarly
include a pair of drive shafts 72, 76. The expansion mecha-
nisms 26, 30, via the associated drive shafts, can be operable
to expand and contract the body members 14, 18 of device 10,
as will be discussed below. Briefly, however, one drive shaft
or each pair of drive shafts can be rotated or driven by an
instrument to effect axial expansion and contraction of the
first and second body members 14, 18 relative to each other.
For example, the instrument can be used to expand the first
and second body member 14, 18 so that the spinal implant
device 10 engages and supports the opposed vertebral bodies.

The drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76 can each include respec-
tive gear members 80, 84 generally centrally positioned
between first and second ends 88, 92 of the drive shafts, as
generally shown in FIG. 2 with reference to FIG. 6. The gear
members 80, 84 can each include opposite gear configura-
tions 96, 100 intermeshing with each other such that rotation
of gear member 80 can cause corresponding rotation of gear
member 84. Gear members 80, 84 can be fixedly attached to
their respective shafts such that rotation of the gear members
causes corresponding rotation of the associated drive shaft.
Each pair of gear members 80, 84 can include opposite gear
angles to facilitate the intermeshing operation of the gear
members discussed above. In one exemplary configuration,
gear member 80 can include a gear configuration 96 having a
45 degree helical gear angle and gear member 84 can include
a gear configuration 100 having an opposite helical gear angle
of —45 degrees, as shown for example in FIGS. 1 and 2. It
should be appreciated, however, that various other gear
angles and patterns can be used for intermeshing operation of
gear members 80, 84.

The drive shafts 64, 68 of expansion mechanism 26 can
include respective upper threaded portions 104, 108 between
gear members 80, 84 and the first ends 88, and lower threaded
portions 112 and 116 between the gear members and the
opposite second ends 92, as shown for example in FIGS. 2-3
and 6. In a similar manner, drive shafts 72, 76 can include
upper threaded portions 120, 124 between gear members 80,
84 and the first ends 88, and lower threaded portions 128 and
132 between the gear members and the opposite second ends
92.

The first and second body members 14, 18 can each include
attachment portions disposed about a sidewall 136 that can
threadably receive the drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76. With
particular reference to the FIGS. 2, 6 and 7, the drive shafts
64, 68 are shown threadably coupled to respective attachment
portions 140, 142 in body member 14 and attachment por-
tions 146, 150 in body member 18. In addition, the drive
shafts 72, 76 are shown threadably coupled to attachment
portions 154, 158 in body member 14 and attachment por-
tions 162, 166 in body member 18, as shown in FIGS. 2 and
7.

In this regard, each pair of drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76 can
be positioned relative to the sidewall 136 in attachment por-
tions 140-166 such that the drive shafts are not coaxial with
the body members 14, 18. The drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76
can rotationally fix the body members 14, 18 relative to each
other. Each of the attachment portions 140-166 can include
internal threads 152 complementary to the external threaded
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portions of the respective associated drive shafts. Each of the
above-discussed attachment portions 140-166 can be posi-
tioned adjacent the second ends 38, 46 of body members 14,
18, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2, 6 and 7. The expansion
mechanisms 26, 30 with their corresponding pairs of drive
shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76 coupled about the sidewalls of body
members 14, 18 can provide additional stability to the device
10, especially in an expanded state.

As will be discussed in greater detail below, driving gear
members 80 of drive shafts 64 and 72 can drive meshing gear
members 84 and thus corresponding drive shafts 68, 76 to
expand and contract device 10. It should be appreciated that
by driving gear members 80 in one direction, for example
clockwise, to expand device 10, meshing gear members 84
will be driven in an opposite counterclockwise rotation. As a
result, threaded portions 104 and 108 of expansion mecha-
nism 26 can be of opposite hand (i.e., left and right hand
thread patterns) and threaded portions 120 and 124 of expan-
sion mechanism 30 can likewise be of opposite hand. In
addition, as gear member 80 of expansion mechanism 26
turns in an opposite direction as gear member 80 of expansion
mechanism 30, threaded portions 104 and 120 can be of
opposite hand together with threaded portions 108 and 124
also being of opposite hand.

In a similar manner, lower threaded portions 112, 116 of
expansion mechanism 26 can be of opposite hand relative to
their respective upper portions 104, 108 so as to expand or
drive the second body member 18 in an opposite direction as
the first body member 14 is being expanded. In addition,
lower threaded portions 128, 132 of expansion mechanism 30
can have an opposite thread hand configuration relative to
each other and to their corresponding upper threaded portions
120, 124.

In one exemplary configuration, upper threaded portions
104, 108 of shafts 64, 68 can have respective right and left
hand thread configurations, and upper threaded portions 120,
124 of shafts 72, 76 have respective left and right hand thread
configurations. Based on this upper thread hand configura-
tion, lower threaded portions 112, 116 of shafts 64, 68 can
have respective left and right hand thread configurations, and
lower threaded portions 128 and 132 of shafts 72, 76 can have
right and left hand thread configurations. From this exem-
plary configuration, it can be seen that diagonally opposed
shafts 64 and 76 can be identical, and diagonally opposed
shafts 68 and 72 can likewise be identical, where shafts 64 and
76 have an overall opposite thread configuration as shafts 68
and 72, as shown for example in FIG. 2. It should be appre-
ciated, however, that drive shafts 64, 68, 72 and 76 can have
different thread configurations to expand and contract body
members 14, 18 relative to each other.

The threaded portions of the drive shafts can each have the
same axial length, which can determine the extent of axial
expansion of the body members 14 and 18. In this regard, the
length of the threaded portions can be sized to set or limit an
amount of expansive movement of body members 14, 18. In
one exemplary configuration, the threaded portions can have
a longitudinal length substantially equal to a longitudinal
length 174 of body members 14, 18, as shown for example in
FIG. 6.

With the drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76 threadably coupled
to body members 14, 18, the gear members 80, 84 can be
positioned between the opposing first ends 34, 42 of the body
members 14, 18, as shown in FIG. 1. In one exemplary con-
figuration, the threaded portions of the drive shafts can be
configured to maintain a spaced relationship between the first
and second body members 14, 18 when body members 14, 18
are in the fully contracted position, as also shown in FIG. 1.
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The amount of axial space between body members 14, 18 can
be sized to accommodate attachment of the backstop 22 to
drive shafts 64, 76, as will be discussed below.

The backstop 22 can include a body 180 having an arcuate
shape complementary to an outer perimeter shape of the first
and second body members 14, 18, as generally shown for
example in FIGS. 1 and 5. In one exemplary configuration
where the body members 14, 18 include a cylindrical shape,
the backstop body 180 can include a complementary arcuate
shape configured to be received in a recess 184 in each of
body members 14, 18. In this configuration, the backstop 22
can extend circumferentially around the recessed perimeter
of each body member by an amount less than 180 degrees,
such as within a range of 150 to 170 degrees. It should be
appreciated, however, that the backstop 22 can be sized to
extend further or to a lesser amount around the body members
14, 18 than discussed above. The backstop 22 can include a
longitudinal length that is sized so that when the device 10 is
fully expanded, opposed ends 188 can be overlapping body
members 14, 18, as shown in FIG. 3.

The backstop 22 can include a pair of attachment members
196 configured to engage the drive shafts 68 and 76, as shown
for example in FIG. 5. In one exemplary configuration, the
attachment members 196 can each include a pair of arms 200
having an arcuate shape that defines a corresponding pair of
recesses 204. Each pair of arms 200 can be longitudinally
spaced apart so as to receive one of the gear members 84
therebetween, as also shown in FIG. 5. The recesses 204 can
be sized and shaped so as to create a snap-fit with non-
threaded portions 208 of drive shafts 68 and 76 adjacent each
side of the gear members 84. Additionally, the attachment
members 196 can be positioned so as to be spaced apart by a
slightly greater distance than the drive shafts 68, 76, so as to
create a retention force urging the attachment members 196
toward the respective drive shafts in the installed configura-
tion. A longitudinal height 212 of the attachment members
196 can additionally or in the alternative be used to determine
the fully contracted or rest position of the body members 14,
18 relative to each other, as shown for example in FIGS. 1 and
6.

The backstop 22 can provide a barrier or backing in which
to aid in packing bone growth material in the device 10 in a
spinal implant procedure. Additionally, the backstop 22 can
provide support for the body members 14, 18 while expand-
ing and in the expanded state, particularly for sizes of the
device having relatively long body members 14, 18 with
correspondingly greater expansion lengths. The backstop 22
can remain stationary as the body members expand and con-
tract relative to backstop 22.

With additional reference to FIGS. 8-8B, the modular end-
plates 12 will now be discussed in greater detail in connection
with an attachment arrangement for coupling the endplates 12
to the expandable spinal implant device 10. The second ends
34, 42 of body members 14, 18 can include an attachment
arrangement 220 configured to couple one of a variety of the
modular endplates 12 thereto, which will be discussed below
in greater detail. The attachment arrangement 220 can include
a plurality of attachment members 224 extending longitudi-
nally from an end surface 228 of the first and second body
members 14, 18.

The modular endplates 12 can include a first or upper
surface 232 configured to engage a vertebral body, and a
second or lower surface 236 configured to engage one of the
end surfaces 228 of the body members 14, 18, as shown in
FIGS. 8-8B. The modular endplates 12 can be formed of a
suitable biocompatible metallic material, such as titanium or
titanium alloy, that is either solid or porous. The first surface
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232 can include a plurality of peaks, ridges, teeth, or the like
238 configured to enhance engagement with the vertebral
body. The second surface 236 can include a plurality of closed
end apertures 240 corresponding to the number of attachment
members 224. Each aperture 240 can include a chamfer 244
to aid in receiving the attachment members 224 therein. The
apertures 240 can be sized relative to attachment members
224 to create an interference or press-fit relationship. In this
regard, when the modular endplates 12 are positioned on the
end surfaces 228, the attachment members 224 will be
received in the apertures 240 in a press-fit manner to remov-
ably secure the endplates 12 to the respective body members
14, 18. It should be appreciated that the attachment members
224 can alternatively extend from the second surface 236 of
modular endplate 12 and the apertures 240 can alternatively
be formed into end surface 228 of body members 14 and/or
18.

The first surface 232 of the modular endplates 12 can be
orientated parallel to the second surface 236, or can be pro-
vided in a variety of angles relative to the second surface 236,
as shown for example in FIGS. 2, 3 and 8A-8B. By providing
the modular endplates 12 with a variety of angled first surface
configurations, the expandable spinal implant device 10 can
accommodate various vertebral body and spinal orientations,
as may be presented during spinal implant procedures of
different patients. In addition, the attachment configuration
for the modular endplates 12 can provide an ability to circum-
ferentially orient the modular endplates 12 relative to the
body members 14, 18 in a variety of positions, as shown for
example in FIGS. 8A and 8B.

As can be appreciated, the number of attachment members
224 can dictate the number of different circumferential posi-
tions that the modular endplates 12 can be coupled to the body
members 14, 18. For example, if a surgeon determines that an
angled modular endplate 12 is desirable in a spinal implant
procedure, the surgeon can further determine an optimal cir-
cumferential orientation of the angled surface and couple the
angled modular endplate 12 to the respective body member
14 in the desired orientation. Further, the removable nature of
the press-fit coupling arrangement allows the modular end-
plates 12 to be removed for adjustment, if necessary. In addi-
tion, the first and second body members 14, 18 can carry the
same or different modular endplates 12, as shown for example
in FIGS. 1 and 2. An alternative modular endplate 640 and
associated attachment arrangement 644 is shown in FIG. 26
and will be discussed in greater detail below.

With additional reference to FIGS. 9-10, an instrument 260
for use in expanding and contracting the expandable spinal
implant device 10 will now be discussed. The instrument 260
can include a housing 264 having an internal passage 268 and
a first end 272 configured to be removably coupled to the
device 10. A pair of attachment arms 276 can extend longi-
tudinally from the first end 272 and can each include a recess
280 formed on an inner side thereof for engaging one of the
non-threaded portions 208 of drive shafts 64, 72, as shown for
example in FIG. 10. In one exemplary configuration, the
attachment arms 276 can be spaced apart a greater distance
than the drive shafts 64, 72 so as to provide a biasing force to
urge the recesses 280 against the respective drive shafts when
coupled thereto.

The instrument 260 can further include drive member 284
rotatably and axially moveable within passage 268 of housing
264. The drive member can include a drive gear 288 having a
gear tooth pattern configured for selective intermeshing
engagement with the gear members 80 of drive shafts 64, 72.
With the housing coupled to drive shafts 64, 72 as discussed
above, the drive member 284 can be axially advanced relative
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to the housing 264 to place drive gear 288 into simultaneous
driving engagement with each gear member 80.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-10, operation and use
of the expandable spinal implant device 10 will now be dis-
cussed in further detail. Initially, a surgeon can select an
expandable spinal implant device 10 having a suitable length
174, as well as select one of the modular endplate configura-
tions 12 for the body members 14, 18 based on the needs of a
specific patient. If angled modular endplates 12 are selected,
the endplates can be circumferentially orientated or “dialed
in” to an optimal orientation for engagement with the superior
or inferior vertebral bodies. In an exemplary corpectomy
procedure, the expandable spinal implant device 10 can ini-
tially be positioned in the space between the superior and
inferior vertebral bodies where one or more vertebrae or discs
have been removed.

The instrument 260 can be removably coupled to the drive
shafts 64, 72 and the drive member 284 can be advanced to
place drive gear 288 in meshing engagement with gears 80.
Drive member 284 can then be rotated to simultaneously
drive gear members 80 of drive shafts 64, 72, which in turn
will drive gear members 84 of drive shafts 68 and 76. It should
be appreciated that the instrument 260 can simultaneously
drive the four drive shafts 64, 68, 72 and 76 by simultaneously
driving gear members 80 as discussed above. In driving gear
members 80 in one direction, say clockwise, each of the drive
shafts can rotate as discussed above to expand the body mem-
bers 14, 18 along the longitudinal axis 60 so that the body
members move away from each other to increase an overall
length of the spinal implant device 10. This can be seen, for
example, by a comparison of the spinal implant device in FIG.
2 in the expanded state versus the device 10 in FIG. 1 in the
unexpanded or contracted state. As the body members are
expanded or contracted with the instrument 260, the body
members can axially translate in sliding engagement relative
to backstop 22.

The instrument 260 can be used to expand body members
14, 18 until the modular endplate 12 engage the respective
superior and inferior vertebral bodies. Instrument 260 can
then be removed from drive shafts 64, 72. The expanded
device 10 can maintain the expanded position by virtue of the
multiple drive shafts with different thread orientations engag-
ing each body member 14, 18. In this regard, it should be
appreciated that the drive shafts 64, 68 and 72, 76 do not
passively back drive such that they maintain the expanded
position discussed above. To contract device 10, the drive
member 284 can be rotated in an opposite direction as used to
expand the device, say counterclockwise, to actively back
drive the drive shafts and draw the body members 14, 18
toward each other.

During expansion and contraction of the device 10, the
drive shafts can rotate relative to the body members 14, 18 and
thereby transform the rotational movement into axial trans-
lation of body members 14, 18 via the threaded connection
between the internal threads 152 of the attachment portions
140-166 and the threaded portions of the drive shafts. It
should be appreciated that the gear members 80 can alterna-
tively be driven in a counterclockwise direction to expand
device 10 and in a clockwise direction to contract the device.

Turning now to FIGS. 11-13, an expandable spinal implant
device 10' will now be discussed according to an aspect of the
present teachings. Device 10' is similar to device 10 such that
only differences between the expandable spinal implant
devices 10 and 10" will now be discussed. Like reference
characters have been used to identify elements similar to
those previously introduced.
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Expandable device 10' can include an integral backstop
member 22' as opposed to the separate backstop 22 coupled to
the drive shafts 68, 76. Backstop 22' can be integrally formed
with one of the body members 14, 18 and longitudinally
extend from the second end 38 or 46. In one exemplary
configuration, backstop 22' can extend from the second end
38 of first body member 14, as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. The
second body member 18 can include a corresponding
recessed area or cutout 184' to accommodate backstop 22', as
also shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. In one exemplary configura-
tion, the integrally formed backstop 22' can be used with
expandable spinal implant devices 10' that include a longitu-
dinal length 174 less than those of the devices 10 with a
separately incorporated backstop 22.

The expandable spinal implant device 10' can also include
body members 14, 18 of varying diameters, some of which
can be smaller than provided with the expandable spinal
implant devices 10. In such smaller diameter devices 10", the
drive shafts 68 and 76 can be positioned radially inward of the
drive shafts 64, 72, as shown for example in FIG. 13. As the
drive shafts are positioned about the sidewall, this configura-
tion can accommodate smaller diameter body members, as
opposed to the larger diameter body members where the drive
shafts 68, 76 are radially outboard of the drive shafts 64, 72,
as shown for example in FIGS. 2 and 11. In each of the
expandable spinal implant devices 10, 10", the drive shafts 64,
72 can be spaced apart by the same distance such that only one
instrument 260 can be required to operate the devices 10, 10'.
Operation of the expandable spinal implant device 10' can be
substantially similar or the same as device 10 and thus refer-
ence is made to the above discussion of the operation of
device 10.

While the expandable spinal implant devices 10 and 10'
have been discussed above as carrying removably coupled
modular endplates 12, it should be appreciated that one or
both of the body members 14, 18 can alternatively include
integrally formed endplates having teeth or the like 238 on a
bone engaging surface thereof.

Turning now to FIGS. 14-16, an expandable spinal implant
device 300 is shown according to an aspect of the present
teachings. As with device 10", device 300 can include several
features of device 10 such that only differences between the
expandable spinal implant devices 10 and 300 will now be
discussed. Like reference characters have been used to iden-
tify elements similar to those previously introduced. In gen-
eral, device 300 can be essentially the same as an upper
portion of device 10 from the gear members 80, 84 to the first
end of body member 14, as generally shown in FIG. 14.

Device 300 can include drive shafts 64' 68', 72' and 76'
having gear members 80', 84' and corresponding threaded
portions 104, 108, 120 and 124 coupled to body member 14',
as discussed above with reference to device 10. In place ofthe
second body member 18, gear members 80', 84' can be
directly coupled to an attachment feature of a modified end-
plate 12'. In this manner, gear members 80', 84' can include an
aperture 304 on a side 308 opposite the side facing the respec-
tive threaded portions, as shown in FIGS. 15 and 16. Aperture
304 can include a larger diameter area 312 spaced inward
from side 308 and forming a shoulder 320.

Modular endplate 12' can include an attachment feature
328 extending axially therefrom and configured to be
received in the corresponding apertures 304. Attachment fea-
ture 328 can include a projecting member 332 having a barb
336 on an end thereof. The barb can include a width or
diameter sufficient to engage the shoulder 320 to rotatably
couple the modular endplate 12' to the gear members 80', 84'.
The gear members 80, 84' can rotate relative to the modular
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endplate 12' when driven by drive gear 288 of instrument 260.
Modular endplate 12' can further include a recessed area 340
and body member 14' can likewise include a recessed area
344 to accommodate instrument 260.

In operation, drive gear 288 can drive gear members 80,
which in turn can drive gear members 84 to expand or contract
body member 14' relative to modular endplate 12' in a manner
similar to that discussed above. It should be appreciated that
while expandable spinal implant device 300 has been dis-
cussed with first body member 14' expanding and contracting,
device 300 could alternatively be configured to have second
body member 18' be drivable relative to modular endplate 12'.

Turning now to FIGS. 17 and 18, an expandable spinal
implant device 360 is shown according to an aspect of the
present teachings, where like reference characters have been
used to identify elements similar to those previously intro-
duced. Device 360 can include a first body member 364, a
second body member 368 and a central body member 372
positioned therebetween. First and second body members
364, 368 can each include a first end 376 and a second oppo-
site end 380 facing the central body member 372.

A pair of drive shafts 64, 72 can be threadably coupled to
internally threaded attachment portions 384 positioned about
a sidewall 388 of body members 364, 368 in a manner similar
to that discussed above with respect to device 10. The central
body member 372 can be coupled to the drive shafts 64, 72 via
first and second attachment arms 392 and 396. In an alterna-
tive configuration, central body member can be coupled to
drive shafts 64, 72 using only the second attachment arms 396
s0 as to provide an area for coupling instrument 260, as will be
discussed below. In one exemplary configuration, body mem-
bers 364 and 368 can include a substantially cylindrical shape
398 with a flattened portion 402 along a front surface thereof,
as shown for example in FIG. 17.

Aninstrument 404 having a drive gear 408 at an end thereof
can be used to drive gear members 80 to expand and contract
body members 364, 368 in a manner similar to that discussed
with reference to device 10. Alternatively, instrument 260 can
be used to drive gear members 80, where cut-outs can be
provided in the central body member so that arms 200 can
engage non-threaded portions 208 of drive shafts 64, 72.

Turning now to FIGS. 19 and 20, an alternative articulat-
able endplate assembly 420 is shown according to an aspect
of the present teachings. Endplate assembly 420 can be used
with each of the above-discussed expandable spinal implant
devices, where the attachment arrangement 220 and first ends
of applicable body members would be modified as discussed
below. For discussion purposes, FIGS. 19 and 20 will be
discussed with reference to first body member 14, while
noting that the discussion is equally applicable to each of the
above-discussed body members.

To accommodate endplate assembly 420, the first end 34 of
body member 14 can alternatively include a convex and/or
spherical portion 424 extending from sidewall 428 and defin-
ing a central opening 432, as shown for example in FIG. 20.
A substantially annular collar 436 can extend radially out-
ward from sidewall 428 proximate a transition between side-
wall 428 and convex portion 424. Collar 436 and convex
portion 424 can each include recessed areas 440 for receiving
threaded posts 444 of a lock ring 448, as will be discussed
below in greater detail.

The lock ring 448 can include an annular member 452
having a diameter smaller than a diameter of the convex
portion 424 adjacent collar 436. The threaded posts 444 can
include external threads 450 and can extend axially in a
direction toward collar 436 so as to be positioned in recessed
areas 440, as shown in FIG. 19. A threaded ring 460 can be
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positioned on an opposite side of the collar 436 as convex
portion 424. The threaded ring 460 can include a threaded
inner surface 464 facing sidewall 428 and a lower surface
having a gear tooth arrangement 468 thereon. The threaded
surface 464 can threadably engage the external threads of
posts 444, as shown in FIG. 20.

An articulatable endplate 476 can be positioned between
the lock ring 448 and the convex portion 424, as shown in
FIGS. 19 and 20. Endplate 476 can include a plurality of bone
engaging members 480 extending from a central region 484
and a plurality of device engaging members 488 extending
from the central region 484 and positioned between a pair of
the bone engaging members 480. The device engaging mem-
bers 488 can extend at an acute angle relative to the bone
engaging members 480 and can have a shape substantially
conforming with a shape of convex portion 424, as shown for
example in FIG. 20. The device engaging members 488 can
extend between the convex portion 424 and the lock ring 448.

In operation, endplate 476 can articulate relative to convex
portion 424 until locked into a selected position via lock ring
448 and threaded ring 460. Once a desired position for end-
plate 476 is determined, threaded ring 460 can be rotated to
draw posts 444 downward and thus annular member 452
against device engaging members 488. Device engaging
members 488 can thus be compressed between annular mem-
ber 452 and convex portion 424 thereby creating a friction
lock and locking articulatable endplate 476 in the desired
position. To adjust the position of endplate 476, threaded ring
460 can be rotated in an opposite direction as that for tight-
ening the lock ring 448, thereby raising the annular member
452 relative to convex portion 424 and thus releasing device
engaging members 488. An instrument (not shown) can be
used to rotate threaded ring 460 relative to posts 444 and
annular collar 436 by engaging the gear tooth arrangement
468.

Turning now to FIGS. 21-25, an expandable spinal implant
device 500 having articulating endplate assemblies 504 is
shown according to an aspect of the present teachings, where
like reference characters have also been used to identify ele-
ments similar to those previously introduced. Device 500 can
include a first or superior body member 508, a second or
inferior body member 512 and drive shafts 64 and 72. First
and second body members 508, 512 can include internally
threaded attachment portions 516 for threadably receiving
respective upper threaded portions 104, 120 and lower
threaded portions 112, 128 of drive shafts 64, 72, as generally
shown in FIGS. 21 and 25 with reference to drive shaft 72.

First and second body members 508, 512 can each include
a first end 518 and an opposite second end 520. An annular
recessed area 524 can be provided in each body member 508,
512 proximate the second ends 520, as generally shown in
FIG. 25. Device 500 can further include first and second
intermediate body members 528, 532 each having an annular
portion 536 defining a first end 540, a second end 542, and a
projecting portion 544 extending axially from a portion of the
second end 542. A sidewall 552 of each intermediate member
528, 532 can include circumferentially spaced apart raised
engagement portions 556 extending radially inwardly from
the sidewall 552, as generally shown in FIG. 25 with refer-
enceto FIG. 24. Raised engagement portions 556 can include
serrated teeth 560 on an inner surface thereof. The interme-
diate body members 528, 532 can be rotatably coupled to the
respective first and second body members 508, 512 such that
the raised engagement portions 556 are received in the
respective annular recessed areas 524, as shown in FIG. 25.

The endplate assemblies 504 can each include an annular
ring 570 and a plurality of posts 574 pivotally coupled thereto.
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The annular ring 570 can include a first bone engaging surface
578 and a second device facing surface 582. The plurality of
posts 574 can include a first end 586 having a spherical
attachment area 590 and a second end 594 having a radially
outward facing engagement area 598 with a plurality of ser-
rated teeth 606 disposed thereon. The second surface 582 of
annular ring 570 can include a plurality of recessed attach-
ment portions 610 having a spherical shape complementary
to the spherically shaped attachment area of posts 574. The
first end 568 of posts 574 can be pivotally coupled to the
annular ring 570 via the recessed attachment portions 610, as
shown in FIG. 25. In one exemplary configuration, the posts
574 can be coupled to the annular ring 570 via a snap-fit
pivotal coupling arrangement.

Endplate assemblies 504 can be slidably coupled to the
respective first and second body members 528, 532 via posts
574. In particular, the second end 594 of each post 574 can be
slidably received in an attachment bore 614 formed about a
sidewall 618 of body members 508, 512, as shown for
example in FIG. 25. The recessed area 524 can extend into the
attachment bore 614 such that when the posts 574 are posi-
tioned in the bore 614, the engagement area 598 is exposed to
the recessed area 524 and annular portion 536 of the respec-
tive intermediate members 528, 532. FEach post 574 can
include a spring 620 extending between the annular ring 570
and a top surface 622 of bores 614. In one exemplary con-
figuration, spring 620 can bias annular rings 570 away from
the respective body members 508, 512.

With particular reference to FIGS. 24 and 25, the interme-
diate members 528, 532 can include a gear tooth pattern 626
disposed about the first ends 540 thereof and configured to
mesh with a pinion gear 630 of an instrument 634. Instrument
634 can be used to separately rotate each of the intermediate
members 512, 532 relative to their respective body members
508, 512 to engage or disengage the teeth 560 of the raised
engagement portions with the teeth 606 of posts 574. In this
manner, each post 574 can be individually positioned relative
to body members 508 and/or 512 to obtain a desired orienta-
tion of endplate annular ring 570 and the intermediate mem-
ber 528, 532 can then be rotated to lock each post 574 in the
desired position.

When the expandable spinal implant device 500 is in a
contracted state, as shown in FIGS. 21-25, the projecting
portion 544 of intermediate member 528 can engage the
second end 542 of intermediate member 532. Similarly, the
projecting portion 544 of intermediate member 532 can
engage the second end 542 of body intermediate member 528,
as shown for example in FIGS. 21 and 22. In one exemplary
configuration, the first and second body members 508, 512
and first and second intermediate members 528, 532 can be
coaxially disposed and can include the same outer diameters.

In operation, expandable spinal implant device 500 can be
expanded and contracted via drive shafts 64, 72 in the same or
substantially the same manner as discussed with respect to
expandable spinal implant device 360. Independent of the
expanding or contracting of device 500, each articulatable
endplate assembly 504 can be individually adjusted relative
to a respective body member 508, 512 to obtain a desired
orientation of the bone engaging surface 578. For example, in
an expanded state of device 500, intermediate member 528
can be rotated to disengage teeth 560 from teeth 606 of posts
574. The annular ring 570 can then be adjusted to one of a
plurality of different orientations where the posts 574 can be
axially adjusted relative to body member 508 and the annular
ring 570 can pivot about the spherical attachment areas 598.

Once a desired orientation of the annular ring 570 is
achieved, the intermediate member 528 can be rotated to
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engage the teeth 560 with the teeth 606 and thereby lock each
post in position and thus the annular ring in the desired posi-
tion. It should be appreciated that the endplate assembly 504
associated with body member 512 can operate in the same
manner. Further, it should be appreciated that while endplate
assemblies 504 have been discussed in connection with
expandable spinal implant device 500, the endplate assem-
blies 504 can also be incorporated into one or more of the
other expandable spinal implant devices discussed above.

Turning now to FIG. 26, the alternative modular endplate
640 and associated attachment arrangement 644 will now be
discussed, where like reference numerals refer to like features
previously introduced in connection with the discussion of
modular endplate 12. Modular endplate 640 is similar to
modular endplate 12, such that only differences between the
endplates will now be discussed. In this regard, it should be
appreciated that modular endplate 640 includes the first sur-
face 232 that can be parallel to the second surface 236 or
angled relative thereto, as discussed above with modular end-
plate 12. Modular endplate 640 can also be removably posi-
tioned in a variety of circumferential orientations relative to
body members 14 and/or 18 in a similar manner as modular
endplate 12.

Modular endplate 640 can include a plurality of axially
extending projections 648 protruding radially inwardly from
an inner sidewall 652 of endplate 640, as shown in FIG. 26.
Attachment arrangement 644 can include a circumferentially
recessed portion 656 at the first end 34 and/or 42 of body
members 14 and/or 18. Recessed portion 656 can include a
plurality of depressions 664 corresponding to the number of
projections 648 of modular endplate 640. Depressions 664
can be sized and shaped to receive the projections 648 in a
press-fit relationship to removably secure modular endplate
640 to body members 14 and/or 18 in a variety of circumfer-
ential orientations.

While specific examples have been discussed in the speci-
fication and illustrated in the drawings, it will be understood
by those skilled in the art that various changes may be made
and equivalence may be substituted for elements thereof
without departing from the scope of the present teachings as
defined in the claims. Furthermore, the mixing and matching
of features, elements and/or functions between various
examples may be expressly contemplated herein so that one
skilled in the art would appreciate from the present teachings
that features, elements and/or functions of one example may
be incorporated into another example as appropriate, unless
discussed otherwise above. Moreover, many modifications
may be made to adapt a particular situation or material to the
present teachings without departing from the essential scope
thereof. Therefore, it may be intended that the present teach-
ings not be limited to the particular examples illustrated by
the drawings and discussed in the specification as the best
mode of presently contemplated for carrying out the present
teachings but that the scope of the present disclosure will
include any embodiments following within the foregoing
description and any appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An expandable spinal implant device for supporting
vertebral bodies comprising:

a first body member and a second body member each
having first and second ends and defining a hollow inte-
rior, the first ends positionable toward a respective one of
the vertebral bodies, a convex portion formed about the
first end of each body member;

a first pair of drive shafts and a second pair of drive shafts
spaced apart from the first pair of drive shafts, the
respective drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts having
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a gear member rotationally coupling the respective drive
shafts to each other, each pair of drive shafts threadably
engaged at a first side to the first body member and at a
second side to the second body member; and
a pair of articulating endplates moveably coupled to the
respective first ends, the articulating endplates config-
ured to pivot about the respective convex portions;

wherein the first and second pairs of drive shafts are oper-
able to effect axial displacement of the first body mem-
ber relative to the second body member by rotationally
driving one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts, and

wherein each articulating endplate includes a bone engage-

ment portion, a device engaging portion and a lock ring,
the device engaging portion configured to pivot about
one of the convex portions, the lock ring configured to
selectively compress the device engaging portion
against a surface of the convex portion in a desired
position to secure the respective endplate to the respec-
tive body member in the desired position.

2. The expandable spinal implant of claim 1, further com-
prising an annular collar radially extending from a sidewall of
each body member proximate the convex portion and a ring
member rotationally coupled to the respective first and sec-
ond body members adjacent the annular collar, each ring
member being threadably coupled to a respective lock ring.

3. The expandable spinal implant of claim 2, wherein rotat-
ing the ring members draws the respective lock ring against
the respective device engaging portion thereby compressing
the device engaging portion against the respective convex
portion to lock the respective articulating endplate in the
desired position.

4. The expandable spinal implant of claim 2, wherein each
lock ring includes an annular member having an internal
diameter smaller than a diameter of the convex portion, and a
plurality of threaded posts extending axially therefrom, the
threaded posts threadably engaging the ring member.

5. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 1,
wherein the first and second body members are rotationally
fixed by the first and second pairs of drive shafts, and wherein
the respective drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts are
directly coupled to each other by the respective gear member.

6. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 1,
wherein the second ends of the first and second body mem-
bers are spaced apart from and opposing each other in an
unexpanded and an expanded position of the body members
and during movement therebetween, and wherein each of the
gear members are positioned between and axially spaced
apart from the second ends of the body members in both the
unexpanded and the expanded positions.

7. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 1,
wherein the first and second pairs of drive shafts and associ-
ated gear members are cooperatively configured such that
driving the one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts simultaneously drives each pair of drive shafts to effect
axial displacement of the first and second body members, and
wherein the gear members of the respective drive shafts of
each pair of drive shafts are directly rotationally coupled to
each other.

8. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 1,
wherein the first side of each drive shaft of each pair of drive
shafts has an opposite thread angle as the second side of each
drive shaft of each pair of drive shafts.

9. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 8,
wherein the first pair of drive shafts includes first and second
drive shafts, the first and second drive shafts having opposite
thread angles at each of'the first and second sides, and wherein
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the second pair of drive shafts includes third and fourth drive
shafts, the third and fourth drive shafts having opposite thread
angles at each of the first and second sides.

10. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a central body portion extending from the
second end of one of the first and second body members, the
central body portion being received in a recess formed in the
other one of the first and second body members.

11. An expandable spinal implant device for supporting
vertebral bodies comprising:

a first body member and a second body member each
having first and second ends and defining a hollow inte-
rior, the first ends of each body member positionable
toward a respective one of the vertebral bodies, a convex
portion formed about the first end of each body member;

first and second articulating endplates moveably coupled
to a respective first end, each articulating endplate con-
figured to pivot about one of the convex portions, each
articulating endplate includes a bone engagement por-
tion, a device engaging portion and a lock ring, the
device engaging portion configured to pivot about one of
the convex portions, the lock ring configured to selec-
tively compress the device engaging portion against a
surface of the convex portion in a desired position to
secure the respective endplate to the respective body
member in the desired position; and

an annular collar radially extending from a sidewall of each
body member proximate the convex portion and a ring
member rotationally coupled to the respective first and
second body members adjacent the annular collar, each
ring member being threadably coupled to a respective
lock ring, wherein rotating the ring members draws the
respective lock ring against the respective device engag-
ing portion thereby compressing the device engaging
portion against the respective convex portion to lock the
respective articulating endplate in the desired position.

12. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 11,
further comprising:

a first pair of drive shafts and a second pair of drive shafts
spaced apart from the first pair of drive shafts, the
respective drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts having
a central gear member rotationally coupling the respec-
tive shafts to each other, each pair of drive shafts thread-
ably engaged at a first side to the first body member and
at a second side to the second body member;

a central body member coupled to at least one shaft of the
first and second pairs of drive shafts and configured to
slidably engage an exterior surface of the first and sec-
ond body members; and

wherein the first and second pairs of drive shafts are oper-
able to effect axial displacement of the first body mem-
ber relative to the second body member by rotationally
driving one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts.

13. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 12,
wherein each body member includes an axially and circum-
ferentially extending recess formed in a portion of the exterior
surface thereof, the central body member being slidably
received in the recess of each body member.

14. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 13
wherein, the first and second body members are axially dis-
placeable relative to each other and the central body member,
wherein the central body member is axially fixed relative to
the first and second pairs of drive shafts, the first and second
body members and the central body member being rotation-
ally fixed by the first and second pairs of drive shafts, and
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wherein the central body member and the recesses extend
around only a portion of the exterior surfaces of the first and
second body members.

15. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 12,
wherein the first and second body members each comprise a
cylindrical shape defining the hollow interior extending from
the first end to the second end thereof, wherein the first and
second body members and the central body member are
coaxially disposed about a central longitudinal axis, and
wherein the first and second pair of drive shafts are positioned
about sidewalls of the first and second body members radially
outboard of the central longitudinal axis.

16. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 12,
wherein the first and second pairs of drive shafts and associ-
ated gear members are cooperatively configured such that
driving the one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts simultaneously drives each pair of drive shafts to effect
axial displacement of the first and second body members.

17. The expandable spinal implant device of claim 12,
wherein the second ends of the first and second body mem-
bers are spaced apart from and axially opposing each other,
each of the central gear members being positioned between
and axially spaced apart from the second ends of the body
members when the implant device is in an unexpanded posi-
tion and an expanded position and positions therebetween;
and

wherein the central body member includes a pair of attach-
ment arms, the attachment arms coupled to one of the
drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts adjacent the
corresponding central gear members.

18. An expandable spinal implant device for supporting

vertebral bodies comprising:

a first body member and a second body member each
having first and second ends and defining a hollow inte-
rior, the first ends of each body member positionable
toward a respective one of the vertebral bodies and
including a convex portion extending therefrom;
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a first pair of drive shafts and a second pair of drive shafts
spaced apart from the first pair of drive shafts, the
respective drive shafts of each pair of drive shafts having
a central gear member rotationally coupling the respec-
tive shafts to each other, each pair of drive shafts thread-
ably engaged at a first side to the first body member and
at a second side to the second body member;

a central body member coupled to at least one shaft of the
first and second pairs of drive shafts and configured to
slidably engage an exterior surface of the first and sec-
ond body members; and

first and second articulating endplates moveably coupled
to a respective convex portion, each articulating end-
plate including a bone engagement portion, a device
engaging portion and a lock ring, the device engaging
portion configured to pivot about one of the convex
portions, the lock ring configured to selectively com-
press the device engaging portion against a surface of the
convex portion in a desired position to secure the respec-
tive endplate to the respective body member in the
desired position;

wherein the first and second pairs of drive shafts are oper-
able to effect axial displacement of the first body mem-
ber relative to the second body member by rotationally
driving one of the gear members of each pair of drive
shafts.

19. The expandable spinal implant of claim 18, further
comprising an annular collar radially extending from a side-
wall of each body member proximate the convex portion and
a ring member rotationally coupled to the respective first and
second body members adjacent the annular collar, each ring
member being threadably coupled to a respective lock ring,
wherein rotating the ring members draws the respective lock
ring against the respective device engaging portion thereby
compressing the device engaging portion against the respec-
tive convex portion to lock the respective articulating end-
plate in the desired position.
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